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1., Inclosed is a short oritique of the manusorint noted above.

2. 7The source of this additional information, Genersl der
Artillerie von Becitolsheim, describes his personsl connection with the
units disouased in the basic menuseript in his eritioue.

5. It is bDelieved that this ie an authoritative and valid
criticiem of tho basic manuseript, snd should be read in that eon-
nestion by all interested parties. Mve (5) coplas each in German

and in English are therefore inclosed for attachment to each copy
of ¥S ' (=02 in your pocsession.
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inton Frelherr von Dachtolshein Karlaruhe,
Coners? dor 'r4i1lerla 14 Cetobew 10K2

Ronmarka Concerning M 7 CaDN2?2

e
"The Atlantie Wall “otymen the Toire gnd the Zpanish Jlopder™
by

Comgre) Gallenkrmp

(n page 1% Cenaral Callenkamp eriticizes the fortirications of
Fordeaux, He compluins about the diverston of "coneldsratle auentities
of material® for the purpose of nroviding Porndeawr vith an «Yeround
eyatom of Meli-tme fortificertions and aven eynrenses the renicion thad
thege manpures vere eerried out nt the instiretion of rpecial Interests
within First Army for the nrotection of 1ts headomarters,

Az Chief of Jteff of the Tirst ‘rmy from June 1942 ¢to July 104%, 7
tnke the 1iherty of commenting an thie eriticism 23 eV ows:

1. The rystan »f “fald-type “ortificetiong murromding erdeaux was
srderal by the srmy for omurational) yeagona, 1th ita »eldres acress the
Gironle, "ordesux was an imporinnt atratagic roint of the "drst or lor, and
inteal ~ould ha resarded an sur ceatral) ~litale? Tehint the TMimsay Fromt,
The o~ity, thorefora, had to Mo mrotoctod age'net or:m landings from both
the sasa »n! the alr, Tha rroteetion of the command post 2° the ary heads
auartars wvag of no impori~nce, innamieh as thers were sufTiclent 2 terasitive
comean’ nerte wynilakle 4n the cvont of the orertine o & wer af Wm;
£n? some of thase had mctually teen rrepared,

2. Any attompt fo compare the artent of the Cordifientiana which



vare thrown up arowmd fordeasux in Meld streggth with the actusl garrison
strength of tae eity glves u distorted pleture. Tf, oparations had gp;romh-
ed Ltie pol’ of Torieaux tuere would undoubtedly nave beon fleld troops
rpallable to defend tho fortificeatlons., “The comitwent of' the gurrisamn
of lorleaux, ineluding !-la.\v;.( and Juftweffe clesents, was only onvisaged
an o gecurity weasurs apeinat a possille epary airhorne landing,

3e GClnee the vorie were congiructed only as field fortificaitions,
the ~uanltities of wmrteria? ennloyed Tor ttp'--mrr'mm cannot, be escribed
88 "considerahle® especially since no refnforced concrete vhatzoevor was
used, Mor wero any workien liverted from other nointe of main effort,
aince these fleld-type atiucturas vare eracted Yy the parrfson of Hordlesux,
includirgs 1) ateff peraonnel, 'oroover, these Tartificationg verae ryat
construntel on Lhe southern bank of tha Gironde, which wee the most eritice
al point.,

Therefare, tha accusatlon ajaliust the command e the 'irst frwy whieh
1s faplicll in CGensra’ Gallenkaupt's statomants ceannot he consldored

Juatified,

s’gned;: Ls Trelherr vem NCHTAS TIN
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Curt GALLINKAME

Gieneral der Artilleréo

Bsrn: 17 February 1896
iagel am hheoin, Kreis Rees,
Gormaiye

GALLENKAMP joined the Army in Marech 1909,
enterin the 7th Fiecld 4rtillery Heglment as an
officar candldate, and in the sume year was
plven his counlseion as a Ledtnant, with se~
niority dating from 22 August 1908, During
World War 1 he served in severasl assipgnments
ag mcting 09C offiocer and in Fabruary 1918 was
datached for general steff tralning in courses
held ot Sedan. After the end of VWorld War I
and the dissvlution of the lmperial Cerman Ar-
my, he was carried over Into the new Relchse
wahr, the 1000,000-man army GCoermany was permitte
ed to malntalin under the Treaty of Versailles.

in 1927 QALLENKAMP, then a Hauptmann, was
glven 730 status snd from then until the oute
break of VWorld War 1I rotated betwean the rield
forces and ganoral shalfl ussignments, being pro=-
meted Ceneralmejor in Mareh 193%. lmmedlately
after the nuthreak of War General OALLENKANP
was placed .n command of the 78 Inf Div, taking
vart in the French cad leter in the Russian
campalgn. PFPromoted Ceneralleutnunt in spril 40
he was appointed 0G of LXXX Inf Corps in France
on L April 1942, this appointment colnciding
with his further promadtion to General dex Artil-
lerie. 0On 12 August 1944 General GALLENKLUF
resigned for ressons of ill-=health. He was
placed in the OKH Off'icer Resorve Poox and rew
moved to the Heserve Milltary Heapital, Frauven-
berg, Bad Margentheim, Wuerttemborg, where he
was captured on 12 April 1945,
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1. Lagle Conglderationg .wt ]

Tarly in 1942 the Seventh Avmy ‘unctioned as the High Command in the

sector bordering the Bay of Ilscay, Under ite control, the defense ¢f thia
coastal sector was asaigmed to the LIXX Infantry Corps with three Infantey
divisions (715 Static [;tells_mgﬂ? Livision; 708 Static Divislon, snd 336
(?) Infantry ! f.uin,‘_mn commanded by Jeners .'l.}.eutn:_-nt. Rapprecht,), %When the
fldeu of fortifying the Beay of Hisoay front was Iinitiated, the /roy an the
Gorps had to deeide what objectives were to bhe nchieved in thelr sesotor,
The length of the front was 500 Kilometers. Ivom the outsat, 1t waes cbvious
thot adequate forces and material would rot be availsbler to wstablish suf-
flolenmt defonsive depth along the entire remste iront, Moreover, the two
stallic and ope infantry division anc the three zaval srtillery battallons
on the felinda constituted a minimum comeitwent of farces, and oven the
sons yustion of concrete shelters wild not permit any further ceonomy of
troape; unless 1t were intended to sbhandom every security of the const
against espionage and sarprise ralds underts'ten by even the smallest 1'erma-
tions,

Which were the interests that ghoulc govern the gulding gprinciples of

the entire plan of construction’
Hatatnily, the Kavy was bighly interested in secaring its submaring

basts in Bordeaux, iLa Pallice-flochelle, arnd' Ut, Nazaire at the mouth ¢ the
Loire, A great mumber of the submarines cpersting in the 2. oilie deronded
on these bases. After the successful sttack against the « iicee of ., Na=
galre in March 1942, this demand was advanced with lnereaning wijemsy. o=

condly there was n demand or more protection for the eouthern harber of



W vhimh nmﬂ &8 & port threu.zh which much-needed ore wes shipped
from lorthern Spain,

The Army had to consider whether s strong fortiffention would. mm,
or u’b Lenst delay, a possible enemy opout;ion sout™ of the Gironde, or bo-r
twoen 1a Rochelle and the island of Holrmoutier. An tnﬂiv'efflustﬁn Lelow
(irowie in conjunetion with an operation in the Heditowranann, eould have
the offest o closing the open door Lo Svain and annindlating all the Ger-
‘man forges in South and Southwest Frunse. An operabion nurth of La Nechelle
vpuld'ebnatltubo on altack on the rear flank of owr positions nt the © e
nel coast, In view of the ¢onsidurable distanee of British bugsds and the
consegueny diffioulty of ground operations with superior air forces %o
engire a declulve success, both of thepe operstions seemed Lo be rather
improbable,

16 addition o thu looally sorditioned devande of the Laftwaffe for
protaction of the largesgesle sound detectlion installetions ngalnet saboe
tage, only toree focal pointe remalned to be fortified, the twe auhnsztnh
bages st Bordeaux and La Pallice~fochelles, and the haybor installstions of
Hayouns,

The necessity of concentrating all svsilable working power und materisls
on the protection of these points wag ovident, perticularly as thres such
strong centers of dofenss,; plus the fortress 54, Nagaire edjoining on the
northy; would constitute a defensive ayotem of decisive fuportance in the |
event of a large-sosle operation of British and lueriosn forcee gouth of the
Giropde or belween is Roshelle and Nolrmoutler. iithin the framewerk of

German counter-operstions, these cofense senters would eerve ss s balwark
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?wthﬂ- eonaideration was given to the w.m!-. ‘In view of thelr
,ﬂw lmtim and the prmu.;ag difficulties in dellvering m’hﬂM
| it was necessery Yo daclde wlmlm tm eheuld be included in the plm of |
eongteiction gt‘..'ﬁm»nealg m:m or handled only as an m‘bpout Aress
th-a:-",ﬂa'\'r;, naturally, inteveeded in favor of their fullescale fntegration,
y&amam cinon, as on the lslamde of m;réln and i1, it Intended to em=

pl.aee . sorles of long-runge naval batteries duim tie offer amatin

miummo to mm'iu atlecks sgains a muu—umm-

20 & gartaln degres these delibera%ions were nullified upom receipt
of dirvetions frow OKN nad B fieet, ardering Lhat construstion be ear ried
uiong the entire Army front, with wt&mﬂ&ly strong defenses st both of
the s'thzarine bages, . _

The logal command agenciee had to couply with thias deeleion, t’nkind

anre of local necescities within the framework o. the over-all ;lan,

From this time on the Geventh, leter the Yiret, irmy indertock teo '-
gorduwet pegotlistions with &1l sgencies soncernsd on the saln outiines of
the cemptrastion plan includinrg the foreea whioh hed te be scom Itted apd th
o._ilusats on of waterial to the three braonches of the arwed forges, Jeveral
engineer corstruction headguerters, each assigned to a certain front sec-
tor, were suboPdinated to the Seventh irsy, «nd were rezponsible for the
toctisal requirements of the respective Wehrassht heodqusriers, and for
‘attendanse Lo mll technisal detnile,

After construation designe for each bLullding site hed been decided upo
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aotunl gonatrustion depended entirely on the lurge Urgsnisntion [odt organi-
siklon. The Jabter Tepulabes fhe Supuly ar tiie sahinily and materinls,
supervised eaon incividual eonstriction site, und was Cully responsible thit

the desired security was stteined through proper use of materisl and ade-
quate strength of all structures.

For transportation of waterial, nanugement of construction work, delis
very of socessory materials and bullding maclinery, snd procuresent of work-
men, the Organisstion Yol in wost ossus employed [Zench constructlion {frme,
Bepides the French wormh, a considerable nusber of laborers weérs Coamunist
refugess from dpain, It pust be epphas{ged that, on the whol~, this wind
of orgenizetion produced the best res .ve op the Llacay front, A8 time
went on, the leaders of the U agercles becsue nore tractable and eomplled
with preeticel proposals of the front-line troops =8 much ss possible within
the limitations of their instruotions,
1T, plsnndog of Copstruetion

In regard to vonstruetion planning the front line trovps natural .y wers
influenced Ly loeal tmeticsl interceta, and their demsnds far surwagsed the
cspabilities of the vonstraection opganigation, They would have liked con-
erote shelters for svery infantry group, for the entire ares of wvery bate-
very, s for every commemn’ poutl, The two axtremes of the dealrvatle and the
posgible bad to be drewn together on a wmiddle groumnd of coaproulse,

Until the apring of 1942, the Nevy elone had used almost all the
available guantitise of iron and concrete “or construction of Lts gubmerine
installations nt Ls Pallice<fochelle, The cofistruction Lhere of six sube

narine pens and buildings with ccnorete ruvofs over Lhree meters in thiciregs
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hed been slmont completed, But now, scoording to the plan, n similer
large-seele instellation was to be built for the submarine bsse st lordeaux,
and as 1t enjoyed priority over mll the other worka, the project pre-emp-
ted huge gusntities of huud.tng materlales from the usss of the Army and
the Lufteafte, lesides, Lhie Kavy orlled for emplacement of taval const
batterics nd the aonstruction of shwlters for coman’ pogts of naval and
artillery comuenders, whtoh meant on addfitlonal drain on meterisis, There-
fore, 4f the direotives of U¥N ond OB Leat were %o be conpilec with teo
even o uinimal extent, the naval inetalintions, repedially the boldly cone
gedved inatallstions of the neval and artillery commandors had Lo Ue ree
duced sonstderably, After the alloostion of meteriel to the Laftwaffe for
stiplacement of antialreraft btatterics snd goane detector squipments, very
Jlittle remained for the Acwy's uel, ani il hed te be concentrated in the
vioinity of fsyonne, the mpouth of the river Glromie npd the submer inespro-
teetion area of Lo 'allive-Roohelle (Lo which the isleds of Ollron and *é
originally belonged), The use of thege linited sonstructlion forces and
materials wae stristly controlled, They wore utilized chiefly for ghote
proof gheltsras for artill! vy cobsorvers, lor emplagenent of a sericg of
antilanding weapons, for command ports of regiments, bBattalione nnd compans
iew, and for sholters for the ocoupying lnfantry st key politla near Deje
oine, Hordeanx, and perticulsrly the entrance to the harbor at la Faliige-
Kochelle,

Daring the getond part of the year <« thanks to the extontion o Ue
Orgrafsation Todt; the srrivel of & great nupbur of aonerete ulxers, cone

atruation mc.‘limry, und ;;1.‘2[!5‘:5‘[)},; mat.&]‘j_ﬁll and the inplusion o rench
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cement and fron production in the delivery program ~- further front secw
tore, partienlarly the four islands Oldron, Hé, Yeu, ard lolrmoutler, could
be provided for in the sonstrueticn plan, Large parts of the cosst, howe
ever, were atill completely oxoluded from it, This was especially Lhe case
in the extersive area between Layonpe and the Gironde, as well ss in some
perte wouth and north of the small harbor and watering plece, lLes lnhles
dt0lonre, Our tasks and the demands of the higher comuand njencles increse
ged conourrently with the Iaflux of materiasls and forces.

At first it was the Kavy again which demanded more materini, "The wash-
ing sway of the dunes on the cape La Coubre made 1t necessary te withdraw
a buttery of heavy gurs. The Instalistion of a modern batlery of heavy
flat=trajectory guns in Lhe Foret de Im Coubre, and the emplacement o/ two
double turrets from the Toruer crufser Seydlitz on thw leland of Rb, the
substructure of which reached deep inte the ground, congwied conglicerable
quantities of usterial. BSesldss, there was Lhe necesaity of providing shot-
proof command poets for the commanders of the jelands apd their srtillery
commur’ vIe,

In the peantine s grest number of captured guns had srrive’ from the
esstarn thenter of wer, Iccording to an Army order; they hal to be eaploced
in n flenfdng position, well protected by reinforced aonorete so na Lo fpe-
gure thelr erffectiveness during eritieal mcwente of an irvasion, For these
reasona, eonstrustion on the Lay of biseay front in 1942 wa lisdted to the
afore-pentlioned arens.

Jecislve progress was made in 1943, It mey rightly be teraec tre

yenr of iarge-seals constructlon, The comultment of working fordes and
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delivery of material resched thelr highest pointe,

In spite of the fa t that in the herbor of La Pallice-Rochelle & new
gubmarine shelter with three submarine pens, s hew getewny for the hartor,
ardd a bombeproof covered slilce installstion were built, snd altiough the
roofe o submerine ghelters «eres increased to {ive meters to make them
sedire ngainst the heavliest bomus, the program of fortific-tion coulc be
extended rlong the entire Blsecay front, The hitherto developed foeal points,
Bayonr<, the mouth of the river Cironde, and La Pallicn=Ruchelle, wore
iwproved to such an extent bolh ac 1o aree provected and all-saroun eflect-
iveness, that Lhey now assuned the character of fortresses, 7To be sure,
the infaptry sntt 1slande program wes delayed by sn order from litler In
late 1943, dizecting that the emplacenen's of all stationsery bntteries be
sovered by reinforced concrete, sc ag to withstand both the hesvy fire from
nuval artiliery and the sspeclally hesvy oir attacks whish would seconpany
gn lovasion, The desirabllity of Lhese precautions could nov be denled,
but their accomplishment would wean a covaldercble weakening of the dufense
as & whole, FNobt only waes (hw Jiving effectivenesg of all atstlionury guns
restrieted, but tie necessity for stubility of the cagemates linited the
size of the embrasures Yo such an extent that al wost; they peruvitted a
traverse of auly 60 degrees, [ven 1 the batteries were %o be situsted in
& alightly fanshaped 1ine, tha area which could be effectively covered by
their collective fire gould not exeoed 90 degrees, Considering the limited
strenglh of the artillery in relation tc Lhe huge espange of the front,

t is measure had the following effecta; the Tiring ranges of the batterica
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over-lapped each other only in exceptional cases, Between and beside thenm
ware large unprotected areams, It had to be assumed that, becmuse ol the
well-organized enemy Aintelligence service, thie fact would become known te
the enemy prior to his I&nding,'anﬁ that his landing craft could evade
practiendly all artillery fire. If alrborie troops were used in en invasion
~= a pogeibilivy with which the defender had to reckon -- their 1i1land
attacks would be rompletely safe from the Zire of the entire copstal artil-
lery, Utill another dipadvantinge was that sven under the altered situstion
the Navy insisted thet Lhe entire gonst artillery be plnced on the fore-
most dunes, Neturally, the casewstes had to Leé bullt high above the ground,
and cifered enemy naval srtillery perfectly visible targets, Considerdng
the unexpectedly heavy fire from encmy naval artillery in Italy and France
in 1944:”n. hed to reckon with the fact thaet the old-{ashioned ‘ype of en-
plocement, a& ordered by Hitler, wae inadequete, te protect our artillory
firepower for & critiocal phase of the fighting.

The extention of improvements along the eéntire Blacay Fromt also
showed the weaknesses of Hitler's order, As already mentic ned, extenalve
portions of the front line had no firm ronds of communicat.on with the
hinterland, Creation of such was, however, & pre-coptiition for the con-
giruotion work ordered. Wlthout them it was impessible to bring up teo
the buile :ng sites wither the bullding machinery or materisls. So we had
to conatruct mile upen mile of concrete roads; particularly in tLhe sector
bstween Bayonne and the Glronde, to persit the bullding of ahellers and
smplacements for flanking machine guns and antilanding artiliery pleces for

Lwckets of vealstance and infantry etrong points., These esplacemente wers

*  Author seems to have his facts momewhat out of alignment here, as experience
gaine? in 194 cowid not have been taken ‘sto account in 1943, the tiue une
Aer review in those pag-ages.
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strang ulmsg at 5 distance varying from two to six kilometers from cash
other, Preparatory ccustructions and final teetical constru tiong were
nevor in proper balance, In addition, an wven greater dangor apyecred,
If the enemy sﬁecaidtd in effecting a landing maneuver, a high=guality
firm road of over 50 kilometers length wus at his disposal iwuedlstely
behind bis landing base, Thfn road being under direct cover of his naval
artiliery and alr forces, would enable “dm to carry out gulekly end without
denger sny lateral movemente he desived., It was obvious that the totslly
convepled rond wes boupd vo atirect the nttention of svery reconnalrsence
fller amd be eonsploucusly visible on every nerdel photograph. It cer-
talnly meant a weloome and cssentisl fecility for the delivery service of
the German Lroops.

In the northern scotor of the construotion front snd on the iglunds,
considerable use was mads of narrow-gauge snd field reilway lines $6 overe
come supply difficulties, although these, too, regulred work sand time.
The adventage of the rallways was that they did not require the huge quan-
titles of material which gould be better used in additional dufense in-
stallations, Already ir 1944, with the ineveqee of enemy sir netivity
agninni Frenech Industry, bridges, and railroad lines, the broxd siream of
meterials supolied for the Bimeay front was declining more and more, une
411 it stonped altogether after the invagion,

Unfortunately, in the rroowes of tiwe, !itler's demand for esnlsce
ment of all batteries was :-oinfamgd by his subordinate headguarters.

For exmuple, Feldmarschall Rommel insisted upen the erectlion of an exten

ve
“ 1ine of foreshore obstacles to Yender enenmy lending wmore diffiieult.
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'L’!w mei‘aﬁt‘ixﬂ of concrete tetrahedrons for thls purpose wes ulﬁm “
.nt numerous points. Tho army nlso ordered the sonstruction of mnaw
it-ail__audul nlong s mord'rpmiunn running -pardltl to the comst ot n |
distanse of bout 50 kilonetess, and the GORSLIUGLiOn of pUREYGUS Gcme
erste am inslallations rgr ihe allesrcund defense of Hordesux, Flne
ally, comorete antitnr - obeteoles In all villuges nxd towne in the vieinity
of the cosat, and o mumber of dame intended for poasible inadation of
lerge aress, coraumed considershle quuntities of materisl,

These few exauples wny ouwffice to show that the primary idea of the
Aray miv t.he.. Corps, te concentrote defense tm.tallnbion batwern the Spale
nigh border and the Lolre inte three efficient conters gnft why over s

24wyeor period te & plen aimed at protectlion of every polnt, and prépiaes

tdon for evepry posslible foru of atiack,

For the protsction of the extremé gouthern part of the At
llantia {rent, eonsid.rable somstructicn work was carried out in the sub-
sector between the Gpanish Border and the harbor at Bayenne, & netsork
of 1iyht, medium, and hesvy batteries, among thew two rallrond batbteries,
were grouped around the fishing harbor of St. Jesn de luze, whioh wen alsd
serured by a sories of Lnfantry combet instsllations,

Extenaive instellations were bullt on elther side of Blarritz, where
pbsolutely bomh«proel sheltors were provided for the loosl combal and ere

tillery comsanders, flenking betteries, aud infentry unite by drilling
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tunnels into the rock, *

| The second networx of coast battories of verious eslibers were rouped
around the harbor gateway of Bayonne, Here one conld spenk with a certain
Justiflcation of the depth of the field of combal, since these instulla-
tions reached bmek to the town Bayonne where Lhey were linked up with the
allaroiund defense installations of the port,

Two switeh positions extvending from the coast east into the zone of
interier were intended to offer support agelnet a possible coény nlinsk
over Spuxnish territory, One of these switeh positions startsed from 5%,
Juen d¢ Lume, the other south of Blaerrits, Both of ihese positions, ss
well ag the allemround defense of Dajonne, consisted chlsfly of fleldetype
fortifiesticne, They wore provided with some soncrete defense worke built

into thew at the most eritienl] points.

The 10U-kilometer stretch of gosst between Lhege tso

points was 1ined with e broed sende-covered besch chorscterized Ly a range
of woodsd dunes of varying height, and offered only one point ror concen-
tration of pewer, "his wag op cither side of the wouth of the Bay of
Areahon, where several batteries w.re enplmeed, us well us a numbor of
infantry combat instelletions, Operating together, all these Llnstellatiocns
would have be<n sble Lo of fer a4 certaln delaying esotion sgaingt an oheny
forelng entrance infto the bay., At the seme time the inetallsilons wers
intended te serve an coastal protection for the southweet front o
Serdesux,

Gith the exaeption of widely separated battery posivions wiose lelds
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of fire did not even ap roach each other, the remaining front in this
sector sonsisted only of & beadlike row of resistance points and defensive
worke which were built in conerete strength B, an’ perhaps only C., They
had almost no defenslve power, since in many veses they scarcely popscased
the meximue range of heavy Llnfeniry weupons, Thus, this entire constal

front sector asounted to Little more than an cbgervetlon ares,

Upon reaching the part of the Fortress Glronde-

South, the piecture of fortificatlon assumed an entirely different cheragter,
There, between L'Amelie and the Fointe de Grave, muserous batteries up to
a caliber of 180 nu,, were reinforced by a battnlion of 77 and B8 mm. entie
alreraft amrtillery guns. YEven the combet inatal. stlong of the inf-ntry
ware built tc protect each other with ef'fscidive flanking fire. [t gould

be said that both to the gea and sgelnel the Glronde & continicus and
interlooking fleld of fire was proviced, Ino addition, batteries wore lo=
oated on the northern bank of the Gironde, vifch could deliver their fire
across the river and which had been adjusted to elde«flung targets. lNelng
doaigned =g an all-~around fortifiestion, the system did pot isck the ne-
gessary depth, In this part of the fortress svery soldicr waas protected

by concrete at least in strength B, snd !n combat poste and wedicsl In-
stallations, the strength A was sometimes used, To a eertaln degree fele-
phione sonnectiona were also aecured by laying the sable cdeep uncer the

ground, Many conorete dam constructions created sdditlonl sweap cbstacles,
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Ogoupled oy good troops, this vector wes well able to Fulfill ite
double task, This eonslsted In protecting the entrunce into the Gironds
with i%8 medern landing plere for large ocean-poing steswers and its
ssaboard terminus, and serving as an sdvanced cover for the northwest (ront
of Bordeaux, After the troops of the Piret Arsy had ovacunted Lhe Corirees
Gironde, it proved itr defensive power for wonths, ocut away from all sup-
ply lines,

b, Glropdesliorih
The defensive abllity of Glromde-louth weg evi-

dent to a grecter degree {n the ‘ortress ecctor Gironde-Nerth, where there
was an even nore successful concent astiocn of defensive glrength, Fram
tiw very beginning, our high comiand agencies hed lumpsrted groster op:re
ative importance te this part of the fortreas,

The all~arourd defense of Gironde-Korth roughly followed t e line
from Vaux sur ker, i(ill 32 east of Royan, i(i1l 48 unorth of Sasusses, to
80, Georges de Didonne, extending thus in a gweeping owrve srcund the town
and the herber of Royan, The line, which ccnsleted of a aeries of 7ji-to=
150=mm, batberies, tlree conerete works (Pangervorke) eguipped with rrom
six to ten tank turrets for heavy infantry weepons, snd the corrveponcing
coubat inetallations of the infentry providing reciprocal coversge to ssch
other, pogseased greoet dofensive povwer sgoinst a modern and superior eneny,
Bepides, in ordor to ecnceal the worke {rom pogsible obacrvation Ly enemy
navel artillery, they weras situated on 11111 25 soithwest of .mux, sstride
the Royan-iedic roed on Hill 32, In this part of the fortress, strength

A conarete was used toalarge extont, especially as the comuand posts of
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commandenting roads, also proved ite fuil defensive abilivy,

The north front of the fertresu was considerably strangbhensd sgainet
sttaak frow the vaet by the Sewdre gu port pui_tiaﬁ whioh ertorded ﬁ-"‘-l
line fros the vieinity of Veux HL1l 37 just west of Ot, Supplicede de “oysn
ap %o the Scﬁ.ln east of Mornae sur Sewirs. The position, w lch was fave
orable alresdy because of itm terrain, was isproved by ffeld type lerti-
fiontions, and, esveclally slong the roads snd highways leading to Lhe
wopt, wns reinforoed with ccnerete aombat installations balit in slrengthe
Band C, In addition to being n support positiom, it osould be cmsidwd.
s & kind of advanced line for the north front of the fortress,

The line of heavy coastel fortifiestions eunt! e

toward 8t, Falads sur ker, where there wes a strong battery position,
The field of fire of thie batlery, just as that of the modern Leavy osnon
batieries (200 - 230 mm,) st the jointe de la Coubre, overlapnad with the
fleld of fire of the batteries on the southern bank, Altheugh rot so

strong as the fortrese itself, the entive sector between 5t. 4inis mw

the Pointe de la Coubre was gtill equipped with a narrowemcshed moteork
of infontry combet imstalletions in etrength B, but it lagkec any dupthy
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For jrotection of the abovsenertloned thres heevy caliber batberics, the
entire Polrte de la Coabre had been developed fnto an allearound reinfors
eod oonoreto defonaive installotion for & reinforced infantry bettellon, |
Ao Gefensive power of wilch 00/14 be destgated as absolutely fivst aleas,
The Cote &'Arvere, up to the wouth of the Seudre, possessed seversl well-
fortiflied strong peints, the niddle and porthern peinte being canupled
by a gowbined cembet groﬁp with the strength of an infantey c-ommiv reln-
forged with o battery., In case of fighting, s fir hold of €4y constel
sector waa of dscisive importante, becanse the high wooled dunes in the
Forel de la Coubre contained the wslority of artilliery observetion posts
with & wide outlook partioularly to the scuth snd ithe west, 7The firing
range of the north batteries in this sector almogt orogaed it of the
artillery on the fsland of Ollrom, which farmud the left corner of the
extansive fortress area, le Pallice-Rochelle, The sothern batleries of
the island were smpluaced to deliver flanking five in front of ‘he Uote
diirvere and to blook the narrow antrance Llude vhe Seudre, Thus, s system
of fortifications hind been grscted here whish, at {he loast gould hawe
considerably delayed even a guperior army, Iy s morts onreful use of
building saterials it ocould 2axily have leen tranaforsed into an installa-
tion whi % would have made available atreong robile reserves for the corps
front, As it wng, it fulfilled the double tesx of providing protection
for the mouth of the Gironde and serving as an sdvanoed pont for the north-
wvest front of Bordesux, _

The fortifteations of the extensivw tewn,of Pordesux,
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with ite harbor tnstuilstions, 1ts submsrine eholter, and Lts mm j
. Adrfield, defended thie  weslern muﬁm centor of southwest Prence
vwﬂmuum m inetellations slong all Lmportent mmm
cm. ams, mummew;mazmxwum
omﬁpm&mmﬁhnnm, gwm:mwmm
iuntallations, partioulurly as the weak ogoupying farces eou)d “v W :
the intarsedlate areas umm djmnt vorke, At this pem i n.r
well queetion whethir the use of considersble quantities of meterisl for
theoe instalintions was justitied or whether the speeinl irterests of the
AW in protectd iag 1ts readquarters were glven wdue prefarerce.

This sector, with 1ts outlying isdanis of Gléros and 14,
Wﬂomﬂl the strongeet and »ost lmqmﬁtly fortifiesd part of bthe conat,
True, the coast line from Sarennes Lo Angoiling wes protected 1o = cere
tadn extent by the outlying islsnds, and wes mvoordingly rether low on
the priority list of ioprovementy, leveriheless, even this seotor gone
anm’bﬁtmpniﬁm north of tha mouth of the Charante
River, =s well as infantry combat instalintions, It wes interesing
to otasrve how in thie historically signifissnt ares the peositions of
the mmerous Veubsn fartifig«ticns retained their old iwportenes in Lhe
sodern war, On several ocoasions they ocvuld sven Lo roteined in theldr
old fors v ased For parposes of conceslwment by bullding reinforced
acnarete inetelletions within them, The mejority of the installet ons
naturelly were concertratéd An the conter of the fortregm, the 81lsround
defense lins of which somsenced roughly near ingouling sl She sonat, nnd
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extended west of Lo Jewne, west of St. logetien near Hi1l 32, amd fim.l;
munmunpw seliowing alon: ihe latter, witn ;mww‘m!
east, north of Lomplerre up to Bt, vuen ¢'inuls, turning then to Lhe west
scroas the elevated terraln near Billedows-'snendes, 1t reaslied the cosst
agedn, The entire position wes reinforesd by ¢ neiwerk of Lufentry eoue
bat installetions, almost all of tiem bullt in strength &, designed Lo |
protect sach other by flanking coversge and reinforeed by & contin.ous
antitank ditaeh, Coustruction groups for combat rescrves and staffs of
battalions loeated on the roar hills gave this front sector Lhe mecesaary
depthiy The conztal sector be'wcesn Angouline and Fonemdes posscesed 8 %
similnr power of resistance, The nost intensive improvessnle wera naturally |
locatad {p the viginity of the submarine installstions, These wore sure
rounded by o closely apuced gordon of fortifiestioms, Doath and porth

af' Le Prllion; two cugrete works, esch of whieh econtalned five or six

tank turrets for heavy infantry weapong snd several turrets for tark rowe
itaers, had beon goppleted prior to the beginning of the {nvesion, ALl

the worke wire butlt elther in strength A or E. In ocase of caergency;

the combat installations 6f the infentry were ably supplemented by sroups

of conorete shelters whioh the OUrgonigation Todt hs budlt te protuct

about Tifteen hundred of fts workers agslinst the incressing heavy oir

rafde. kobile sssault rescrves in the vicindty eculd fimd proteeti v in
these bulleteproc! shaltere., The Llane~ gtrong podllt.&.m! inst eonter of
resiatance of these fully modern {nstalintions war ind sulmerine pen {te
Selfs Fitted with all kinde of ewhrepures, it wos bullt = to apeab, inte

a kind of "alocear.” This desply wobeloned, self suffiffent fopuifiestion,
designed Yo conpentrate all fectors of defesge into a fossl podnt and
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ring an § wonth siege prier to the arletise on 8
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were ‘u rum for mu s the ohe hemd, um umcmﬁm
of the (7H, OB #esb, and the Army thot the 13lende, even if M’Wx
fortdfisd, coald M resiet =n K_ME by & reslly lﬁmlﬁlﬂr wnewy, 1hey
argued that the terrein of the islands did not offer the negessary res
dondlﬁtim for suck a fortifieation, nor wes 4t rossille to make sdequate
forees awmm for their defonse. On the other bard, there were definite
1indts to the supply of Lulléing satorlals, tranoporteticn wes Inadequete
te convey _thl huge guantition of anteriale sod supplies requiirad for the
troups, snd the ewll fishing harbors could accomodate only limited Son-
nage, In sddition; there was & lack of Ursansport. fecilitios spd Tusl for
min‘ the material fron the harbors Lo thes lslend boildiry eives, As &
rosult of all tiese eircunstances oonly lisdted defenson had 'wen eyrented
by July 1944,

All sommanc p«um battery fire direction conters were cesplsted
in sonwtruction etrength B, The gun eaplscements of e}l battories, with

the exeeption of the double Lurrets fros the cﬂih"' m: tiw guns
of waldash were protested by the oarrimge side plates, weve cuplaced ap pree

soribed, Howb-proof shelters were provides for the gum erewe, The Lnsbed-
lation for all antisiroraft guns had been completod as pregoribed, ‘= the
othor hand, {t had pot been poseible to bulld bullet «nd Bombeprool shellers
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for the oooupying infentry troops. Ir this reepect, we ha to limit cur~
selves to about on® third of the .1mtn1_la£t§ns pituated at the woet o=
portant peinte, The bulk of the infantry he' to be content with emorgency
installations in consiruction strength . This wee obwliously an andesireble
condition. On the one hund, {t considerstly limited the defermive pow r of
the islerds;, and on the other hand, it wa: ip an ansound relntlonsiip to
the nusher of committed batterles., In a large-soale battle, the islonds,
in spite of the strength of thelr artil.ery, could be agoorded the lmpor=
tance of an afvanced or cutpost poeition only in the framework of the fort=
rege uvea, out if either feland fell, Lhe emsny, ospeciall; in the cnse of
Oléron, woild win coneentration bases for his srtiilery, his sssailt troops,
end to o oert-in extent for an alr foree shich would be able Lo strike de~
eclaive blows at the inner nucleus of the malnland fortress, For thie rea-
gon the Corps ha' always defended the ldea that the fortification of the

islands ghould not be neglected Lf' we had mede up cur pind te declars la

Pallicesiioahelle n fortress.

This coastel zettor, ourving slightly to the northwest, iz charactere
ized largely by long, flat lowland streiches, and a trosd bemch of sand,

although the sorthern third of the coast 18 steep and rooky, an’ lined with
outlying eliffs. SHtrawn slong the coset are & mumber of fishing harbors,
such as Les Sables d'Clonne, £t, Gilles, and Pornde, Offsbore, about mid-

way betweon the two fortresses is the small 13%79 of Jeu, nw' oprosite the

narthern portion of the ccest, the islend of Holrwoutder, Iluring the deep



tMiﬂo hours ﬁw latter is WMIG wiﬁh the -Iiﬁmd W % pdnd m
way. In uﬁmﬂag ﬂwﬂﬁuﬁm to 'ehiﬁ 1om amtll amam, smw tb- _
'wtm wag mma to m defengive mmhuum of these m hwhws,_:-‘
i‘im, in cuo of an eneny hnai-ng cpn*mtan,-. they would prove mmqu
b,tlpﬂ‘m in nlvl.ng the oww supply probilems, Bnme of the laek ﬂ’
artt:l.‘wry. HEtley gould be dono ut;m theh to pogition the a‘nilaish blh
vories and Anti-tatk weapons 1n groups around these harbors, They ulte
maturally fortad the oentetn of the fortifiestion worky First, the harbor
of Log Sshle d'“\lm wns FortLf Lol fw m-wm dofense by o ba%nuen

| roup, Seoond in unngth was the hardor of St, Cilles, inprowd for a
reloforeed coupeny, Yhe majority of the uprh in these twe fmportamt
gtrong peinty were bullt in comstraction strengih _B_.. Through Lheir alle

, around 3@1‘5':.-,:;“, thsy at .lo'nt{_ pon.zum.ed & rdnimal smount of depth, In

the remumining asstor of Lhe Qamﬁ, thie fenlure was ¢ntirely sbsent, 1ike
a string o' peerls, the points of reslstanse wore clsteibuted alon 't
whole coast line, with a distancre varying from 1,000 to 6,000 metors be-
twenn the &djscent works, Their antilsnding wespens, eitusted: Yor fe-
Mvery of flanking coverage, verc emplaced under reinforcod conerete, Hes
sauge of the soareity of materilalp, ooly prrtial profectlve workas sculd

be bullt for the rematning nesbers of the oecupying crews. The right wing
o the Corps sector in the viainity of Formde was in o more favoratle poe
gition, AN offghore ahain of reef(s anc w partly steep, rooiy coatt offered
& Betursl berrier strengthening the defensive power of Lhe momewhat ore
slosely bullt reinforeed conerete works, a msber of whish had teen crie
atragced In strength B,
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of dum:mus, to an even groster extent, The ieland Yeu, about ten
kﬂmau off the const vie alnost m&my mglwqu ﬂvhiﬁh Ll v.u.ﬂm* |
utmkhwr, in viiw of 1ts sdell slze. In the casc of H&mmhx*g m
of ite OMIm ti‘hh the nﬂ!ﬂinﬂd anc dte position near the mw
_ frout of the fertvess 8t. Nagaire, it Wﬁmﬁom yare on u psr 'it.h
those of ﬁﬂmn aré Bb, Neverthelews, (t did mot hmu Ay lw;endniiw
QW«*&&: W&u, :

t.wnhody whe wes ﬁn ngrguimted with the Atlamtic !_l_al_l'.mg_ Mﬁly

adedt that 18 the shert periocd of abou€ Yee and @ helf years s grant desl

had been sctomplishsd, In the peece vefors Horld War 11, the completion

e

of *hose thouannde and thodsenis of vericus works from the -Spnnlh&i mm »

ap Lo the jorth mes would beve requivrec sany yesrs, Tids glone 10 s M

of the Cact that the erganivation of songtrusiion wes _h:!.ghlf eiitable fﬂ'.
the endl 1o view, It wuagt be atirilited te the goecpermiicn d’ull tht

Al litary agoncies ot the front with Lhe Orgsuizatien Todt, and Lo the dﬁ-__
tarnination of the pertiea cotcernsd Lhal » alrong ¢ efurme be attained
with a minisum of bureaucratie red tape, 10 waw enly netural that the Tine
troope wanted Lo ses their speoinl desires fulrilled beth se to the furm
and slge of the defenpe worde, uwo a8 Lo render them better sultable to the '
loenl tactisal requirements, In the iatereets of speed ant for Foasons
of stardardizing construetion, eivil firan ¢o 1d not comply witﬁ mh dﬁm
=ands, Trom the point of vier of the troope, i must e om ‘\uim that

the epgineer ateffa and the soistruction staffs of the Orgunismtion Tody -
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showed un inercasing mmmafng of these cmidorutim and dié mry,.
thing 1n thelr power to cu-operate,

Tt is snother question entirsly whether the overesll plan of popstruc-
tlon of the Stlmntie Knli wse an adequately conceived defense agrinst the
taoties of wodern werfsre. FThere was mplé uxperience Lo draw upon in the
conatruction of the West #all, the Mrginct Line, the Oder-liarte fortifi-
sation system, and finally the aystem of the Ozech frovtier fortificetions,
From all these experiences it could be cedusted that s linewr row of sore
d leas isoln'ed defense works, without the necessary conbaf, Certh epd nus
tual support.of sdjacent instellat ons, sculd never be luprognadle, It
wae always easy for the atteoker to breuk through these linesr fortifliestions
with suarprise attocke of consentratad losal forces and fo rell up quiowly |
to either side, In the deliberations on the plan of sonstrustion fer the.
Milantic illl, the tomense length of the const line clearly indlemted tic
fmposaibility of cresting, in s few years, an entranched netaori of deléne
sive inatallationslaloug the entire comst ospsble of resieting en attack
by a vaetly soperior enemy, smploying all branches of his armed forgedy
This conaideration was to lead, logically, to the fnclusion Iin the plan of
only thoee ovastal seotors which were primerily threatensd by an encmy ate
tack, that is, those situsted neu-est to the Iritish lsles, At these points,
sl) the factors were favorable to the sttecker, espeuinlly the nbility to
use sireraft in support of éﬂul forces and landing troope. In this respect
ihe front of the Bay of Biscay wne considorably less faverable te the ene=
my. hocerdingly, it probably would have been sdvieable to withérm the one
tire somptal front and to limit the bvallding activity to the ifmmediste dew
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fenss of the submarine bases in Normandy and the bay of Biscay which were
indispensable to the Navd Comuund, Yorking forces and usterlel asecpbled
for thic purpose would have sufficed, at least temporarily, to enge e enemy
forces threstening the front, Commltiel! there untll 1944, they weuld hove
oentralised foroes al the coast itself, meking it pos: ible te concentirate
ocombat and defense vorks for local regerves capable of delaying the eneny's
advance in the wlelnity of the coast until strong strategie reperves could
have been brought up for o concentroted counterattack, Oy the wethod noe
tually ased, nothing of declslve lmportance In determining the sourse of
the war either st the threatened cosst or witkin the Day of Biscay ront
was ascoomplished, The grestept m'stake was to inelude in the plen the
fortification of coastal stretches, which, though they consumed jnmense
quentities of naterial for spprosch routes, were only scantily secured by
infantry groups andd platoong amxl were destined to remaln so even ~f'ter the
inst llation of defense works. "he old tactioel precept that he wig trics
to prepare for all eventuslitios, sctual y falls to prevent amytilng at &ll,
here Loo; proved its validity,

In ecnclualon, I would like Lo ralse the quostlion whether the huge
quantities ef iron and steel employed in e purely pas: lve form woslc not,
in faet, have achieved better reeults in the lnveaion battle then the con-
srote works which on a front of a few kil-welers were nttacked and wiieh de-
eided the fate of the whale Atlantic kall,
werl, 8 August 1948,

Gy Gallenksmp
from 1 Apt 42 to 10 Aug 44

Commanding Oenersl
of the LEXX Army Corps at the Bey of Blgeay ‘ront,



I am pleased to comply with tﬁa request o General Gellenkamp L0 GoOm=
went on his réport, partioularl; as it offers we an opportunity to supple=
went ay own study on the tople "OU Weat, Part 1.7

When writing wy study, i wee rot aware of the detalls of tho sctumld
conditions under which the Atlantic %al)) was fortifisd, Oallenhap's re=
port sskes it clsar thau O, or at least OD West, had nogleeved unjusti-
fiably the Ldea of focal points.

I, The southern part of the Atlantic coast cowld not be considered
ne throatened, In view of the preveiling shorlage of both psrson 4l snd
materiel, a fortificetion, over and above the sabwurine besws a2 Jortragscs,
gould pot be Justified, I should like once more to sunmarlee the ressons:

1. The conat was altuated eccentrioally to ithe stralsgie obe
joeatives which were ceclaive for the oulcome of the war,

2. Ao enemy operation in this area woul® be uniikely, Iin view of
the long sea routs, epdesngered Uy submrrines ent possible alr atinoks,

3. Ay support frow csrrier<biogel planes alone would not te guf-
ficlont . lor an enesy operation,

Blocking the Spanish berder and renderiay wore diffioult ile unloading
of ore shipments In the harbor of Dayonhe wne hot & primary siu »% thde
sfdvanced stage of the war, Such sn undertaking, whieh coul’ Le wifective

only for & limited Lime; would bave resulted solely in splimtering of forces,
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coast, mer with one mimf. Brittany and ﬂm

G.’f, W WB bun muivﬂle. in om‘d: of tliln sirong e:mw 'i“mc: would

have te b emum. although the dinﬂvmﬂgu mentionel nhove would also

--m to this opirnttm A lending south of the Gironds wea 1umuu,

in both gases becsuse of long distances and or esgentric situation, for exe

BmplLe, tu”w southern comal. A Iamum'bﬁenuon nertl of the Glronde in
cwjumt.im irit.h an invesion in drittany and Sorpandy o uld wore lmm}.:
b expecled, M sven this cperation was fmprobable beosuse of the followe
ing {neertont ressons:

Ly &n ettack wigalnst the flank or the year of the lermen forees
in Drittany on? jloresndy had Ciret of ell tw overcowo the Lefire barrisr
1t eould be effective cnly after the maln reserves of Lhe [ortrégs t, Nes
goiro and Bordetux hind besn conguered,

2, A& thrugt into cur flank would iteelf be threntened by a flark
attagk from Gernen forees stationsd at the French Mediterranean cosst,
Countey-mengures loading to splintering or I'orces would be unnvoidahle,

anowing the train of thought of the Allied legdership, and in conniders
ation of the highly queetionable preospecta for sugcess, an attaok azainst
the Atlantie front between St. Namalre and the Spanish border was more than
improbable. The construsticn of fertiffestions in the interseciate urea
between the fortresses, bullding of approach roats, construction of fore=
shore obutsgles, sand fortifying of Bayonne were not jstifiable, In eddi-
tion, the bhombeproof protection of large commend postis and ezpleoepent under

gonercte of all batteries wns exaggerated and unnweessary, On the other
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hand, thoroughly f&ttrying the sabmarine bLases was, in general, a sound
plan, &8 no strategleally congentrated attack could be expected, the spube
maripe bages hed to by protected ageinst alr attecks an’ surjriee raids
with suppert from strong maval foroes, Security sgainst bomb attacks wne
of particular fupertsnce, and required s hesvy comrdtment of antisireraft
srtiliery, It was therefere advisable to convert the submerine boses inte
a kind of antiajircraft fortress, which with {ie large-scale batterice would
provide complete protecstion ggainst surprise mide from the sea end the sir,
A sred]l mobile vombat reserve would then have Yeen sufficient, at lesset
for the protection of Bordeaux, In the fortress ares of v, Naszaire s
maln reserve in the strength of ¢ diviston would probanbly h ve beon dusirable,
I3I.  If this conoejpt had been a;plied tw the defense of' the ‘tlantie
const, the quantity of waterlals necescary for sdequate fortifioaticns could
have been reduced by foughly two thirde, st defenpe forces by st loust
one third., This would probably have hud a declsive efféot on the const
fronts expected to bear the impact of a concentrated ettmok, 1 repcat the
grecept set up in ay study, that in the ;se of such large-scale milltary
meagures o detailed study, in the mature of & ver geme; of all queatiors
that may arisge, is esasential to the cstablishment of o soand plun af dafenge
with elear directives for conptructions, wcupying orews, emd cordaol ef
battle., Only in this way con exagierated demands of indlvidual breuches of

the armed forces be curtailed without dassge to " whole defense sysboem,

g £, 10 August



